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2023 YEAR IN REVIEW

Dear Supporters,

As we reflect on the past year at Rec2Connect, we are overwhelmed with gratitude for the
support and dedication from individuals like you who continue to further our mission of
providing inclusive recreation therapy programs for individuals with and without disabilities.

Thanks to your commitment, we have achieved significant milestones in advancing our
mission. We are thrilled to share some of our key accomplishments with you:

e Expanding Outdoor Programming: With your support, we were able to expand our outdoor
programming, providing more opportunities for individuals of all abilities to connect with
others in their community while in nature and enjoying outdoor recreational activities.

e Launching our Adapted Climbing Program: We are excited to announce the launch of our
Adapted Climbing Program in partnership with Shaker Rocks and Cleveland Rocks. This
program offers individuals with disabilities the chance to experience rock climbing in a
safe and supportive environment.

« Expanding Adapted Aquatics and Aquatic Therapy Services: We have extended our
Adapted Aquatics and Aquatic Therapy services to new locations, ensuring that individuals
with disabilities have access to the benefits of agquatic programming in their communities.

e Building Community Partnerships: We have strengthened our relationships with community
partners, including senior centers and the Cleveland Department of Veterans Affairs, to
expand our reach and provide more opportunities for individuals to engage in inclusive
recreation.

» Successful Celebrity Bartending Event: Our fundraising efforts led to our most successful
Celebrity Bartending event yet, raising crucial funds to support our programs and
services.

None of these accomplishments would have been possible without the dedication of our
staff, the generosity of our donors, and the leadership of our board members.

At Rec2Connect, inclusion is at the heart of everything we do. We are committed to
improving accessibility and providing equal access to recreation programming; we are

grateful to have you by our side as we further our mission.

Thank you for your ongoing support and for believing in the power of recreation to transform
lives.

With heartfelt appreciation,

ot i

Jennifer Knott, CTRS, Executive Director
Rec2Connect Foundation
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R2C

REC2CONNECT THERAPY

Mission

To utilize fully
inclusive recreation
therapy programs
to connect people
with and without
disabilities and their
families to
community
recreation,
wellness, and
lifelong leisure skKills.

ADVERTISE HER
. 440-716-412 1

Vision

We are dedicated
to developing life-
long skills,
promoting access
to recreation, and
increasing
community
inclusion for people
with and without
disabilities and their
families to enhance
their quality of life.
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2023 BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND STAFF

Employees

Executive Director: Jen
Knott

Director of Recreation
Therapy - Aquatics: Erin
Witschey

Director of Recreation
Therapy - Group Programs:
Erin Alexeff

Administrative Assistant:
Amber Bailey

Razorsharks Head Coach:
Dan Lisy

Marketing Coordinator:
Linden Miller

Outdoor Program
Coordinator: Sarah Drda
Volunteer Coordinator: Kim
Fennell

Recreation Therapist: Abby
Brown

Recreation Therapist: Bella
Loparo

Recreation Therapist: Julia
McKeown

Board

Chairman of the Board:
Lynn Barninger

Vice Chair: Matthew Klein
Board Member: Chris
Laboda

Board Member: Dan Hannan
Board Member: Laurie Silver
Board Member: Bob Beattie
Board Member: Jacqui
Lingler

Board Member: Danielle
Sindelar

Contracted Staff

e Daisy Norman

e Stephanie Carroll
e Ariel Lisy

e Brittany Sharp

e Katelyn Natalie

e Rachel Lewand-Parker
e Kory Blair Farkas

e Collin Jenkins

e Chelsea Jancewicz
e Courtney Carnes

e Sierra Schrader

e Alex Grieship

e Abby Beacom
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FINANCIAL OVERVIEW

D G a

Total Total
Income Expenses Inoome

$715, 605 $665,870 $49,735
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2023 Income and Expenses

Other Income
$37,179

Contributions and Grants
$206,037

Income

Aquatic Programming

Recreation Therapy $374,750

$54,365

Land Programs
$43,274

Fees
$11,899

Programming
$144,068

Rentals
$23,507

Administrative

$52,024 Payroll and Benefits

$434,372
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Programming Overview

$10,000

In financial aide given to
families for Recreation
therapy services in 2023

895

Individuals served through
Recreation therapy
programs

10,346

Recreation therapy
sessions

30

Recurring Recreation
therapy programs
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2023 Event Donors

1899 Social Club

Aaron Civale

Akron Rubber Ducks, Akron
00

Alley Cat

American Fireworks
American Liquor
AmyBakes, LLC.

Andres Gimenez

Avons Wine Room

Baci Winery

Bally Sports

Banter

Bed & Breakfast at Oliver
Phelps

Billy Morris

BJs

Brassica

Butcher and Brewer

Cal Quantrill

Cane's

Carlos Santana

Carolyn Kolbus

Cedar Point

Central Graphics

Cindy Persky, Wellness Coach
Cleveland Browns
Cleveland Candle Company
Cleveland Cavs
Cleveland Guardians
Cleveland Ketchup
Cleveland Monsters
Cleveland Whiskey

Club Champion

Collision Bend

Cooper Hawk

Corner Club

Double R Guest Ranch
Fox 8 News

Fox Meadow Country Club
Greater Cleveland Sports
Commision

Heidelburg Distributing
High Bank Liquor

HMA Promotions

Holden Forests and Gardens
Hollywood Feed
Hrusovsky Custom Kicks
iHeart

Inn at Starlight Lake
Jeni's lce Cream

Jennifer & Co Hair Salon

Jen Skrzypec

Jim Tressel

Job-rite mower

JToth Art

Kay Jewelers

Kent State University
Kona lce

Kona Ice Westlake
Liberty Ford Parma Hts
Little Mountain CC

Liz Barton, LMT., CRAVE Hair Studio
Luigi's Restaurant
Lululemon

Mandel JCC of Cleveland
MeadowView Marriott Resort
Melt

Michaelangelos

Michael Brantley
Mitchells Ice Cream
O'Goodies Gift Baskets
Patterson Fruit farm

Pat Witchey

Paul Mitchell The School
PAWS Cle

Pierre's Ice Cream

Pine Hills Golf Club
Reenie Altier

REI

Renegade Brands
Robert A. Somrak Jr. CKD, Somrak
Kitchens

Rock and Roll Hall of Fame
Rust Belt Riders

Ryan Feltner

Shane Geisheimer

Shaw JCC

Stems Fleur

Steven Kwan
Stonewater CC

Swings n Things

Tennis in the land

Terry Francona

The Boca Raton

The Corner Club

The River Golf Club

Toth Artwork

USA Swimming
Weymouth Country Club
Wild Flower Designs

Will Brennan

WHKNR

Zyia
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2023 Event Sponsors

Aexcel Corporation

American Fireworks Company
Andrews Moving & Storage

Beal's Pickles n Pints

Beattie Family

BEL Environmental Engineering
Betor Cosmetic Dental Group
Butcher And The Brewer

Capitol Light

Central Graphics

Chad and Trish Broski
Clearstead

Cody and Alyxandria Huff
Collision Bend Brewing Company
Common Goal Financial
Cuyahoga County Board of Developmental
Disabilities

Eileen and Harry Hewitt Family
Empower Sports

ForeverLawn

Foundation Environmental
Ganley Buick GMC Strongsville and Northern
Ohio Buick GMC Dealers

George & Linda Palko

GPD Group

High Bank Distillery

Jackson Dieken & Associates
Kurtz Bros Inc.

Maloney + Novotny, LLC
McGuire Orthodontic

MCR

Medical Mutual

NEO Sports Plant

Rea & Associates

Ricky Smith

Sean Philip Eagan

Skoda Gordon Dentistry
SpringCo

SwimTech

T.J. Farinacci Landscaping, Inc.
The Corner Club

Title Professionals Group, LTD
USI
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2023 Donors

($10,001 - $25,000)
Eileen and Harry Hewitt Family
($5,001 - $10,000)
Bill L’esperance

($1,001 - $5,000)

Joe Altier Ann Fallon
Mike Altier Pat Hurst
Brian Barninger Helen Kosko
Max Barninger Darrin KoteckKi
Paul Menke Jonathan Leissler
Lynn Barninger Daniel Martin
Chuck Beal Nate Schkurko
Chad Broski Laurie Silver
Carrie Buchanan Ashton Stubblefield

Joseph Carolin
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2023 Donors

Dave Barchet
Michael Batteiger
Michael Bohinc
Ross Bushman
Dennis Davis

Kim Fletcher
James Frankina
Mary Gardner
Daniel Grady
Tom Hamilton
Jonathan Hrusovsky
Alyxandria Huff
Drew Jackson
Joe BaranoskKi
Rick Kelley

John Norris
Matthew Klein
Laurie Kolibar

Dave Altier

Mike Arthur

Eric Barninger
Beattie Family
Zachary Blau
Brittany Bryan
Pamela Buerger
Cynthia Delsignore
Senayt Fekadu
Debbie Figula
Craig Finger
Suzanne Fitzgerald
Morgan Forsythe
Mike Fortney
Rocco Guerrieri
David Hewitt

Jill Horonzy
Melissa Hurst
Heath Krakowiak
Josh Kramer

Chris Laboda
Rick Lash

Jacqui Lingler
Randy Markowitz
Thomas Meyer
Scott Middleton
Kyra Molchan
Katelyn Natalie
Linda Palko
William Perko
Joellen Podoall
Bradley Powell
Steve Rawlings
Mike Shebak
Rodger Smith
Doni Urbassik
Chris Woodworth
lain Wright

Tara Lesiak

Carrie Lesperance
Mrs. Pamela Lisy
Christine Markulik
Chris & Brandy McFee
Dave Merkel
Tracy Nagaj
Amanda Owens
Lucas Purcell
Jerrie Lee Rispoli
Linda Rodgers
Edward Rowlance
Danielle Sindelar
Maria Sivertson
Becky Telischak
Natalie Turk

Erin Witschey

Kim Zdanowicz
Bob Zielke
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Erin Alexeff
Diane Altier
Kathleen Altier
Joan Altmayer
Matt Archual
Patrick Austin
Chris Bambulas
Paul Bamford
Beattie Family
David Bellissimo
John Bellissimo
Lori Bensie
Maggie Bishop
Samantha Black
Eileen Borman
Peggy Brad
Laura Brodbeck
Nick Brugh

Mikel Bryan
Felicia Buday
Lisa Burns
Christopher Butler
Kim Cackowski
Eben Caldwell
Kathy Camp
Paula Campbell
Heather Barninger
Colleen Carey
Fran Carey

Rich Carey
Stephanie Carroll
John Catanese
Joseph Catanese

2023 Donors

Thomas E. Dick
Mark Dickinson
Jared Digello
Morgan Dipiero
John Doherty
Brett Duffy
Antoinette Durand
Ryan Durand
Nicole Eakin
Katherine Edgar
Louise Edmonds
Patrick Edmonds
Deborah Eickbush
Anna Eimer
Laurie English
Suzanne Erb
Taylor Erdman
Beth Eve
Lauren Falcione
Mary Fazekas
Neil Finfrock
Andrea Fister
Brian Fitzgerald
Sharon Fournier
Sam Frankina
Allison Frazier
Sharon Fudale
Dajana Gallon
Vince Gallon
Louise Gant
Ben ChmielewskKi
Ken Ciolli
Bob Coode

Donna & Bucco Catanese Mary Costakis

Naveen Chatha
Brandon Chestnut
Maria Deryke
Mary Ann Devine

Lori Coticchia
Jared Daly
Traci Davis

Shari DeCarlo

Nancy Goepfert

Rita Goetz
Colleen Goodas
Theresa Gowell
Megan GrabskKi
Duane Graffice
James Graham

Mike Gurney

Lora Gust
Julie Hammerle
Aimee Hannan
Jenifer Hannan

Margaret Hannan
Sharon Hannan

Nahla Harik-Williams

Matt Hecei
Nick Hecei
Thomas Heines
Kathy Hlad
Jr Hnas
Marilyn Holtz
Lisa Hovanec
Mike Jablonski
Jason Jakubson
Ruth James
Hayden Jones
Jodi Jones
Angela Garbutt
Chris Garr
Gianna Gaspar
Susan Geary
Michelle Genos
Joe Gerycz
Sara Gilgenbach
ennifer Givens
Jared Glavac
Gary Glowacki
Jim Goebel

Kevin Kane
Gavin Keenan
Denise Kennedy
Brian Kerr
Barbara Kesler
Arjun Khatiwada
Kathleen Kilbane
Ellen Klein

Jen Knott

Leigh Ann Knott
Ed Kostyack
Shanna Kovi
Drew Kull

Traci Ward
Kristen Lacrosse
dennis lafferty
Daniel Leffler
Adam Leitch
Richard Lenz
Rob Lenz
Deborah Levin
Aaron Lewis

Iris Lewis

Vicki Lewis

Dan Lisy

Kristen Lovinger
Wilfredo Lozano
Steve Lucek
Janet Mack

Julie Mahan
Theresa Maier
Mary Makulinski
Pat & Diane Maloney
Tricia Marchand
Ali Martin Scoufield
John Martin
Yolanda Marzette
Janet Mcgee
Jenna Mcgee
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2023 Donors

Doreen Mclaughlin
Michelle Mcmanus
Mindy Menke
Brian Mielcusny
Gerrie Miller
Jeffrey Miller
Jennifer Mills
Stacy Miner

Laura Morabito
Petra Muetzel
Bridget Murtaugh
Tony Musachio
Chris & Tim Myers
Dan Nagaj

Wayne Natalie
Michael Natran
Dan And Sue & Sue Needham
Mark Nolan

Mary Odonnell
Linda Olen

Vicki Otto

Leigh Owen
George & Linda Palko
Doug Palley

John Palmer
Bradley Palmerton
Steven Parsons
Gautam Pathak
Chloe Paul

Karen Paul
Christine Pavlas
Courtney Pavona
Olive Pepin

Carla Pham

Marty Phillips
Steven Phillips
Jody Podl

Nancy Pokorny
Koleen Polito
Maurio Powell

Jim Predmore
Anthony Previte
James Thomas
Trevor Putnam

Erin Quigley
Mark Racz
Pamela Ralich
Brad Ramsey
Andrew Rawlings
Jim Reitenbach
Gabriel Rhoads
Ron Ricci
Lisa Richardson
Ricky Smith
John Roll
Kenneth Rothman

Susan Samol

Patrice Scarano
Steve Schadelbauer
Caleb Schillace
Ray Schlaufman
Jackie Schompert
Allen Schroeter
Steve Schubert
Kerry Sepich
Bonnie Shadrach
Troy Sheehan
Janet & Larry Sills
Michael Sills
Michelle & Alan Sills

Richard Silver
Steph Silverman
Thomas Sindelar

Julie Sinkovitz

Catlin Skufca

Joseph Smith

Ricky Smith
Janice Snyder
Phil Snyder
Melanie So
Monica Sorrell

Leanne SoworowskKi
Connor Spencer
Gabe Spiegel
Chuck St John

Mary St John

Paula St. John

Gail Steward

Tony Strainer

Dana Stratz

Carly Streety

Don Strnad

Donald Strnad

Talia Suglia

Greg Suman
William Swain

Jena Swesey

Chad Syrylo
Christine Tackett
Shane Tagle
Elizabeth Tarkowsky
Nicole Thumamucurio
Joel Tianello

Kara Tolentino
Daniel Tompkins
Damon Turk

James Van Vleet
Thad Vasko

Russell Verlinger
Catherine Vitti

Kia Voorhees

Lori Walters

Ben Weinbroer
Cristie Welch

Lynn Wise
Catherine Wolverton
Mary Zamler

Jessica Zatroch Mayer
Tim Zdanowicz
Mark Zelesnik
Georgice Zula
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